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Nitric Oxide expands scope to cover hydrogen sulﬁde and carbon monoxideWhen nitric oxide was ﬁrst discovered to be of physiological
importance it was a paradigm-changing event that spurred a colos-
sal amount of scientiﬁc research and the creation of this journal.
Since its inception in 1997, Nitric Oxide has continued to publish
cutting edge research concerning the physiology, pathology and
chemical biology of this diatomic free radical. During the past dec-
ade or so, ﬁrst carbon monoxide and more recently hydrogen sul-
ﬁde have joined nitric oxide as small molecule modulators of
biological processes. Sometimes collectively referred to as gaso-
transmitters, due to pure forms being gasses at physiological tem-
perature, these three molecules have little chemically in common,
but share the fundamental concept that small diffusible molecules
can transmit biological signals and modulate physiological pro-
cesses. To recognize their kinship, Nitric Oxide has recently ex-
panded its scope to include cutting edge research involving
carbon monoxide and hydrogen sulﬁde and starting this issue
has recognized this fact on its cover art. To kick-start this initiative,
in this issue we have solicited contributions by experts in
the growing ﬁeld of hydrogen sulﬁde. Dr. Martin Feelisch and
Dr. Kenneth Olson, provide a perspective editorial, and this is
followed by two reviews on the biological chemistry (Li and1089-8603/$ - see front matter  2013 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.niox.2013.06.003Lancaster) and pathophysiology (Kolluru, Shen, Bir and Kevil) of
sulﬁde, respectively. We are in the planning stages of a similar
issue on carbon monoxide.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Dr. Jack
Lancaster for his decade of service to the Nitric Oxide Journal and
for his continued work as Reviews Editor. As Editor-in-chief from
2003 to 2012, Jack has witnessed many important advances in
the ﬁeld and been personally responsible for many of them. It is
only ﬁtting that in this issue Jack has applied his rigorous and crit-
ical approach to the thorny issue of the biological chemistry of
hydrogen sulﬁde. Although Jack recently retired from the Univer-
sity of Alabama, Birmingham, I have it on good authority that this
is just a transition to the next stage of his illustrious career.
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